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Kentucky DECA – State Conference (SCDC)
Frequently Asked Questions

*Who is eligible to compete?  

To be eligible to compete, a student must be registered in DECA’s membership system AND membership dues must be paid.  For all events except state pilot events, students must have placed high enough at Regional competition in order to be eligible to compete at State.
*How do I register my competitors for State Conference?

Registration is done in Blue Panda.  Username and passwords are available from Jeremy (Jeremy.Davis@ky-deca.org).  State competition attendance and registration must be completed separate from Regional competition attendance.
*Who is responsible for reserving our hotel rooms in the designated hotel?  Can I stay at a hotel of my choice?

In order to get the lowest possible price on hotel rooms, KY DECA contracts with our hotel to reserve a block of rooms that are to be used by our chapters.  We require all SCDC attendees to stay at the contracted hotel for the entirety of the conference (2 nights).  The local chapter advisor should use the designated rooming documentation provided by the hotel to reserve the number of rooms needed for their attendees.  Hotels no longer accept POs so the local chapter advisor will need to coordinate with the hotel for the type of payment required (credit card, school check, etc.).
*Where do I find the guidelines for competitive events?

Guidelines for international events can be found in the DECA Guide. All competitive entries must adhere to the guidelines set forth for the event.

*When do my competitors submit their entries?  

All entries must be submitted by the published deadline.  Late entries will not be accepted.

*Can my students compete in more than one event?  

Competitors may only compete in one international event.  However, if they are competing in a state-only pilot event, they may compete in the pilot and one international event.  
*Where do we submit written events for competitive eligibility?
All written events are uploaded to Blue Panda.  Instructions for uploading are provided by Jeremy.  Written events must be uploaded for State competition as they are not transferred over from the Regional competition upload site.
*How do my students prepare for the test component of their competition?
We recommend that students utilize resources available on DECA+ including vocabulary reviews, practice tests, etc. to prepare for upcoming competitive tests.  By using these resources, students will become familiar with the manner of questions they will experience during testing at the same time they are reviewing material they have learned in class.
*One of my students is interested in running for a State Office.  What are the duties and responsibilities of a State Officer?

State Officers are an important part of planning and organizing events including Workshops and Conferences.  They participate in presenting sessions at Fall Workshops and presenting information from the stage at all events.  State Officers are also on the Executive Committee and are instrumental in planning yearly state activities.
*Do State Officers have events where attendance is mandatory?

In order to run successful events, there are some attendance requirements for our State Officers.  They are required to attend Summer Camp (typically held in May after they have been elected) in order to help plan and prepare for the upcoming school year.  They are also required to attend monthly virtual meetings of the Executive Council.  They are expected to attend their own Region’s Fall Workshop and Conference and are encouraged to attend other Regions’ Workshops and Conferences, if possible.  They are required to attend International Conference and act as a voting delegate for Kentucky. They are also required to attend scheduled planning meetings.  They are encouraged to attend any DECA Conferences as deemed by the State Advisor (for example, Ultimate Power Trip).  
*Who do I contact if I have specific questions about State issues?

Lisa Oakes – State Advisor (Lisa.Oakes@education.ky.gov)
Jeremy Davis – IT Coordinator (Jeremy.Davis@ky-deca.org)

Jayne Harris – Competitive Events Coordinator (Jayne.Harris@ky-deca.org)

*When and where is State Conference held?
March 2-4, 2025  – Hyatt Regency Downtown, 320 W. Jefferson St., Louisville, KY  40202
*What is the schedule for State Conference?

While each year’s schedule may look a little different, typically the schedule is as follows:

Sunday 3p – 7p – Chapter Check-in; Computer Testing

Sunday 9p – Opening Session

Monday 7:30a-5p – Competitions

Monday 8p – Voting Session

Monday 8:30p – Recognition Session

Monday 10p – 11:30 p – Entertainment Session

Tuesday 9a – 11:30 a – Awards Session

Please note these are estimates.
*Are any meals offered as part of State Conference registration?  
In order to keep the price of registration as affordable as possible, meals are not included.  There are several restaurants (with a variety of price ranges) located very near the hotel.  You should prepare your students to pay for their own meals and any snacks they may wish to purchase.  Many chapters bring their own snacks which they store in their hotel rooms.  This helps defray cost and time associated with purchasing snacks during competition day.  
*What is this I hear about a discount for 1st place winners traveling to ICDC?

The 1st place winners of each international event attending ICDC may receive a discount applied to ONE COMPETITOR’S ICDC  registration.  For instance, if an individual places 1st in an international event and attends ICDC, his or her chapter will receive a discount towards ICDC registration.  If a team of 3 places 1st in an international event and attends ICDC, their chapter will receive a discount (the same amount as an individual 1st place winner) towards ICDC registration.  
*Can a student attend State Conference and not compete?

Every student attending State Conference should be registered in a competitive event. The only exception to this is if a chapter does not have enough competitors attending to meet their number of voting delegates for Voting Session.  
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